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In the autumn of 1843 Russell was instructed by
the Times to attend the Repeal meetings in Ireland,
O'Connell was fulfilling his promise to hold meetings
to agitate for the Repeal of the Union all over Ireland.
In that one year he travelled five thousand miles.
There were about eight million people in Ireland,
and three-quarters of the men and women were
" Repealers." The great meeting on the Hill of
Tara had been held on August isth, and the Nation
had estimated the audience at three-quarters of a
million. The passions of Ireland were aflame, and
yet O'Connell, although he could never forbear to
employ his extraordinary power over the people and
to excite them to frenzy and exaltation, had so far
refused to advocate the violence which he often
seemed to hint. This was not satisfactory to the
Young Ireland party, and urged by them O'Connell
at last crossed the border between indiscreet and
apparently seditious language. Russell arrived when
it was still doubtful whether O'Connell, in despite of
his partial defection, would be able to save the day
for his traditional policy of moral suasion against the
more " forward " policy of Young Ireland,

It is not often that a reporter describes events to
which he has such an intimate relation as Russell had
to this Repeal agitation. From his childhood, as we
have seen, the quarrels between Protestants and
Roman Catholics had resounded in his ears. With
the phrases and names "Repeal of the Union,"
" Catholic Emancipation," "Protestant Ascendancy/'
"the number of the beast," "Tresham Gregg,"*11
"Father Maguire," and so on, he had long been

* Tresham Gregg was Grand Chaplain of the Orangemen, and the
leader and idol of the Protestant operatives.